
P a g e  8
P R O F E S S I O N A L  L I A B IL I T Y

Mr. L 'T .  Lane was a s k e d  by Council  to prepare a trea tise  on P ro fe ss io n a l  L ia b i l i ty .
Council  reques ted  that the fo llowing  be p u b l ishe d  to acquain t the membership with  
the problems in v o lved  in th is  matter«,

T o :  M e m b e r s  of C o u n c i l
R e :  O ne  a s p e c t  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  L i a b i l i t y

T h e  p u b l i c  i m a g e  of the  L a n d  S u r v e y o r  is  the  m e a s u r e  of  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t a t u s .  If t he  p u b l i c  c a n  e x p e c t  c o m p e t e n t  and  r e l i a b l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  f r o m  
a  L a n d  S u r v e y o r  t h e n  t h e  L a n d  S u r v e y o r  c a n  e x p e c t  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t r u e  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s .

S in c e  c o m p e t e n c y  m a y  be  l e a r n e d  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  m u s t  be  p r a c t i c e d ,  the  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  and  i m p r o v i n g  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  
of t he  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n d i v i d u a l  a nd  p e r s o n a l .  H o w e v e r ,  the  f a c t  a l s o  
r e m a i n s  t h a t ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  we L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  (a) w h e r e
in d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  o r  a c t i o n  i s  n o t  e f f e c t i v e  and  (b) w h e n  a  L a n d  S u r v e y o r ,  i . e .  , 
one  of u s ,  h a s  a c t e d  in  a  m a n n e r  c o n t r a r y  to  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  
and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e f a u l t e d  in t h e  m a t t e r  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h r o u g h  o u r  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  we a r e  p r o v i d e d  w i th  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  on o u r  own b e h a l f .  
H o w e v e r ,  at  p r e s e n t  i t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  th e  m e a n s  w h e r e b y  the  c o m p e t e n c y  and  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  p r o f e s s i o n  c a n  be  p r o t e c t e d  o r  r e s t o r e d  in  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  
d e m a n d i n g  t h i s .

We h av e  r e c e n t l y  s e e n  c a s e s  w h e r e  c o n d u c t  i n v o lv in g  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  on 
th e  p a r t  of a  L a n d  S u r v e y o r  h a s  l e f t  a s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  p o o r l y  on  o u r  p r o ­
f e s s i o n  but  ab o u t  w h ic h  we c a n  do n o th in g  b e y o n d  the  e x e r c i s e  of d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n .  A f t e r  s o m e  s t u d y  of t he  m a t t e r ,  i t  is  t h i s  w r i t e r * s  v i e w  t h a t  no  f o r m  of 
c o m m e r c i a l  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  t y p e  of  
r e s i d u a l  p r o b l e m .

If  we a r e  p r e p a r e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  the  r e s i d u a l  p r o b l e m  a s  o u r s , t h e n  we 
m u s t  g ive  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  w a y s  and  m e a n s  of c a t e r i n g  f o r  i t .  T h i s  w o u ld  a p p e a r  
t o  r e q u i r e  fu n d s .  It  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  s o m e  c a s e s  i n v o lv in g  d e f a u l t  of r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o r r e c t i v e  s u r v e y  w o r k .  T h i s  in  t u r n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  fu n d s .

T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  is  t h a t  we s h o u ld  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
u n d e r t a k i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a fu nd  f o r  the  p u r p o s e  of p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  f r o m  
th e  d a m a g e  done  by  a  m e m b e r  d e f a u l t i n g  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  It  i s  the  
p u b l i c  i m a g e  we m u s t  be c o n c e r n e d  w i th  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m a t t e r  of d i s c i p l i n e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,
L e n n o x  T .  L a n e .

M U R R A Y  WRIGHT A P P O I N T E D  E D I T O R I A L  ASSISTANT
T o  k e e p  up  the  s t a n d a r d  of " T h e  O n t a r i o  L a n d  S u r v e y o r "  w i th o u t  i n c r e a s e d  

c o s t s  to t he  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a d v e r t i s i n g  r e v e n u e  is  e s s e n t i a l .  M r .  W m M.  " M u r r a y 11 
W r ig h t ,  O . L . S . ,  w as  r e c e n t l y  a p p o in t e d  " E d i t o r i a l  A s s i s t a n t "  t o  h a n d l e  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  end  of the  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s s u e  c a r r i e s  a d d i t i o n a l  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  f o r  
w h i c h  we g r a t e f u l l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  M r .  W r i g h t ' s  a s s i s t a n c e .

M a n y  m e m b e r s  w i l l  l i k e l y  k no w  of p r o s p e c t i v e  a d v e r t i s e r s .  M a n y  m a y  
w i s h  to  i n s e r t  b u s i n e s s  c a r d s .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M r .  W r ig h t  w i th  y o u r  i d e a s .


